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A Walk on the Wild Side 

A Walk in the Woods with Dr. 
Charles Canham 

By Gordon Douglas 

A week ago last Sunday, I joined 35 other hikers on a two-hour ed­
ucational walk led by forest ecologist Dr. Charles Canham through 
the beautiful woods of the Cary Institute in Millbrook. Canham, 
who works in forests all over the world, told us that our local forests 
are the most pleasant forests in the world. However, he also noted 
that this was the worst September for mosquitoes in memory, a fact 
soon confirmed by the hikers. 

Most readers know that the forests of New York State were 
cut down for farming by the early 19th century. At the low point 
only 16% of New York remained forested. I was surprised when 
Canham told us that most of New York's forests were clear-cut as 
early as 1650 by the first European settlers. Over a century later 
the farms of New York fed the Revolutionary War's armies. To­
day 60% of Dutchess County is forested; a recovery process that 
moved rapidly after 1825 when the Erie Canal opened and farmers 
left our poor local soils for the richer bottomlands of the Ohio Val­
ley. Current Metropolitan sprawl has stopped further forest recov­
ery at this time. 

None of the trees in the forest that we walked through was of 
great age. Long ago the farmers not only cleared the valleys for 
crops and pasture but they also cut the trees on the steepest slopes 
for firewood and other uses. If the reader wishes to see some won­
derful, very old trees Canham suggests visiting historic Montgom­
ery Place's South Forest on the Hudson in Red Hook. 

Fortunately, clear-cut forests recover well, although the new 
forests, while healthy, are not necessarily ofthe same composition 
as the old ones. Forests that grew from abandoned pastures will 
vary from those that grew from formerly cultivated fields. Because 
of man's activities every forest is different which makes them 
more interesting. In the latter part of the 19th Century regrowing 
forests faced new challenges from invasive trees and tree patho­
gens arriving from other continents. Around 1900 the beloved and 
enormously valuable American chestnut fell victim to an oriental 
blight. By mid-nineteenth century the American elm was killed 
by a Dutch blight. Today the Japanese adelgid is decimating hem­
locks and ash are facing the dire threat of a new beetle. Overarch­
ing all these problems is the arrival of global climate change. Dr. 
Canham pointed out that in the coming decades Dutchess County 
will have the climate of Richmond, Virginia. The trees in our for­
ests, he told us, are resilient and tolerant to a wide range ofweather 
conditions. He thinks that our forests will survive a climate like 
Richmond's although the trees may be weakened. Canham's view 
on climate change in general is that mankind will not address the 
problem adequately for some decades and that by then it will be 
harder to cope with. However, he urges us not to give up the fight. 

As we headed back to the parking area Dr. Canham commented 
on today's forest lumbering practices. Years ago clear-cutting was 
not liked by the lumber industry because demand for different spe­
cies varies with the fashion and too many trees were wasted. Thirty 
years ago logging shifted to selective cutting, which seemed more 
sensible. However, selective cutting resulted in damage to neigh­
boring trees, causing them to get root rot and be useless as lumber . 
Today we have huge machines, which can go up steep slopes and 
harvest selective trees without any collateral damage. 

Recently there has been a lot of interest fighting climate change 
byhurning biomass from our forests rather than using fossil fuels. 
Dr, Canham and his associateswere asked to studythis idea. ~ They 
found out that while there is enough biomass in the forest for this 
industry, in reality much of the wooded acreage in Duchess is not 
available for biomass harvesting because too many forest land­
owners prefer not to cut their trees. Hopes for this industry had 
been high, so Dr. Canham's report led to much disappointment. 

Learning about our local forests was fascinating and the two­
hour woodland stroll on this lovely property was highly pleasur­
able. I urge readers to check the Cary Institute's website for future 
walks. One couldn't have a better guide than Charles Canham. 

Letters to the editor 
Letters to the editor should be submitted by email to 

editor@thetmillbrookindependent.com or via our website, 
www.themillbrookindependent.com. 

Letters should be not more than 450 words. The editors 
reserve the right to cut letters to fit available space. They will 
make effort to contact the letter's author prior to printing to 
secure the author's approval to any such changes. Authors 
are urged to leave a telephone contact number as well as their 
email address. All letters must be signed. Letters are printed, 
or posted on the TMI website. at the editors' discretion. 

Subscriptions 
Subscribe by sending a check to The Millbrook Indepen­

dent, PO Box 1210, Millbrook, N.Y.12545 for $45 together 
with the subscriber's name and address to which the paper 
should be mailed. 

Overseas subscriptions are not presently available. 
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Our County Legislature 

The Report Before the Report: 
Jail Options 

By Michael Kelsey 

In September, the full Legislature heard from SUNY New Paltz's 
Center for Research, Regional Education and Outreach (CRREO) 
on their draft report "A Collaborative Approach to County Jailing in 
the Hudson Valley." The report compares and contrasts situations in 
five neighboring counties and offers both suggestions and statistics. 

Dutchess County leads the state in housing-out inmates. We 
presently provide over a third (34.7%) of the boarded-out county 
inmates in all of New York. CRREO's report calls this a "crisis in 
jail capacity." The net cost per inmate per day in Dutchess County 
is $227.88. This cost includes the fee to other counties to board out 
and transportation costs. In comparison, Orange County's cost is 
$149.10. Ulster's cost, that built a new jail in 2007, is $102.17. 

In November 2009, Dutchess County traveled 15,127 miles over 
299 trips to transport 1,040 inmates using 1,030 hours of correc­
tion officer travel time for inmate transports. The county primarily 
boards inmates in Rensselaer County, but also uses jails in Wash­
ington, Warren, Schoharie, Ulster, Putnam and Orange for holding 
it jail inmates. All the driving results in the correction officers, who 
do the driving, earning over-time. In 2010, the overtime costs ex­
ceeded $3.8 million. Personnel costs in the jail's $32 million budget 
have increased 77.3% since 2006. 

Transportation costs are impacted by court appearances. In 
2009, Dutchess County traveled a total of1,787 miles transporting 
inmates to and from local justice courts. Iftowns and villages would 
better coordinate the nights/mornings they held court, the CRREO 
report claims a 68% reduction to 575 miles. CRREO also suggests 
reducing the number of town courts through mergers and consoli­
dations, better-utilization ofvideo courtroom services, and locating 
courtrooms directly into jails (instead paying the judge's mileage). 

The CRREO report notes that regionally, the largest challenge 
is mental health needs. It recommends creating a regional, secure 
mental health facility (not unlike the retrofitted Hudson River 
Psych Center jail annex I have been proposing). Both Orange and 
Columbia counties report that 75% of their current jail population 
receives psychotropic medication. 

The report also suggests county jails utilize the state-run auto­
mated central pharmacy and nutritional services food production 
centers that serve all state prisons for medications and meals. Co­
lumbia County is currently the only county to do so. 

The report indicates that in Dutchess County "some new con­
struction is clearly needed," but also suggests utilizing a regional­
based boarding agreement at a centrally-placed overflow facility. 
It notes how Orange and Ulster reduce costs by boarding-in other 
county and federal inmates. Additionally it recommends converting 
closed state facilities into jail annexes including the Green Haven 
Annex once used to segregate prison-farm workers. This minimum­
security prison, that can house 50 inmates, was closed in 2009. 

CRREO commended Dutchess County's Alternatives to Incar­
ceration program. Dutchess has over 700 offenders currently in 
ATIs. Of those who enter the criminal justice system 66% are di­
verted into the A TI program. 

, A special legislative jail study advisory committee is presently 
' 	meeting biweekly to consider strategies to alleviate jail overcrowd­

ing, lower costs and increase in-county jail capacity. They are ex­
pected to issue their own report in December outlining how next 

I' the County should prQceed. 
, 'Jt.i. Mi'C/vae/ Kelsey f'epydsen~ Amentl;t; ~nrashington, Stanford; Pleas­

ant Valley and the Village ofMillbrook in the County Legislature. 
Write him at KelseyESQ@yahoo.com. 
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ART REVIEW 

Ladies and Monsters David 

Schestenger at the Millbrook 

School Art Gallery 


By Stephen Kaye 

David Schestenger's opening at the Millbrook School was a 
thronged affair, and an introduction to a side of David, who lives in 
Harts Village, not many knew about. He is a serious artist. 

The first three large works on paper are portraits ofa woman who 
would be familiar to many. She is recognizable as one ofladies of 
the court of Henry VIn drawn by Hans Holbein the younger. Like 
great composers who use a theme from another composer, David 
has taken an image of Holbein and used it to create new works of 
art. And being musically inclined he created three variations, each 
evoking a different spirit. 

The next few pieces retain the theme of the woman, but this 
time the reference may be de Kooning's nudes. Three panels have 
three elongated, abstacted nude forms and a fourth panel has two. 
These are alive with suggestive shapes, a luxury of organic move­
mf'nt. rhvthmic vet disciplined. 
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