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On Thursday, April 7, Frances 
Beinecke, a member of the National 
Commission on the BP Deepwater 
Horizon Oil Spill and Offshore Drilling, 
will speak at the Cary Institute about 
what caused the disaster and what 
the oil industry, federal agencies, and 
Congress can do to protect Americans 
in the future. 

Beinecke, the president of the 
Natural Resources Defense Council 
(NRDC), graduated from Yale as a 
member of the first class that included 
women. She received her Masters 
Degree from the Yale School ofForestry 
and Environmental Studies before 
interning at NRDC three years after 
John Adams founded the organization 
in 1970. After a leave ofabsence to raise 
her three daughters, Beinecke returned 
to NRDC in 1990, and eight years later 
became its executive director. In 2006 
she became the second president of the 
organization when Adams retired. 

Beinecke has served on the board of 
Yale University and currently is on the 
Board of the World Resources Institute 
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and Wave Hill, a public garden in the 
Bronx. She is married to Paul Elston, 
with whom she co-founded the New 
York League of Conservation Voters, 

Several weeks ago The Millbrook 
Independenl spoke to Beinecke. 

TMI: First, just how much oil does 
the United States get from off shore 
drilling? 
FB: TWenty-lhree percent of OUr 
domeslic produclion comes from Ihe 
gulf. 

TMI: What did the president's 
commission conclude about last year's 
oil spill in the Gulf? 
FB: Our view is Ihal it was a systemic 
problem. The way the industry operates 
offshore, nol only in Ihe gulfbUI around 
the world, is 1101 al a level ofsafety and 
risk analysis thaI we would expect from 
s/lch a sophisticaled industry, 

TMI: What steps did the commission 
recommend the oil industry, federal 
agencies, and Congress take to protect 
Americans in the future? 

FB: The commission's report has Ihree 
gene/'QI areas of recommendations: 
whal Ihe inlerior department can do 
using ils exisling legal all/hority: what 
area requires congressional action; 
and whal area would require initialive 
Oil Ihe pari ofIhe oil induslry. 

TMI: What steps has the Interior 
Depertment taken so far to implement 
your recommendations? 
FB: The interior depanment has to have 
much higher standards for how they 
should operale and stronger oversighl. 
They have a/ready lakell quile a few oj 
the slep.' 1/1<11 we re(:ommend. In facl 
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Ihey have probably gone 75 percelll dOl"" Ihe road of lhillgs Ihal 
we 've recommellded. Howevel; Willwul congressional actioll 10 
give Ihem more resources and additiollal aUlhorily, Ihey canllOI do 
Ihe job Ihat is required 10 ensure Ihe sajely ofhuman life alld Ihe 
marine resources of Ihe Gulf They dOli '1 have II/e C<lpacil)\ or Ihe 
technical experlise. They have gOlle a 10llg way will! whallhey call 
do wilh exisling resources but it is not adequale. 

TMI: You say industry should self-police. What is the likelihood 
of that happening? 
FB: The Gulf of Mexico is a public resource, and Ihe oil is a 
public resource. Because induslry is exploring a public resource, 
Ihe governmenl has Ihe primary responsibility 10 make cel'lain 
Ihis is done properly. In addilion, we recommend Ilrailite induslry 
creale U safety inslilUle Ihul would insure tilClllhey are cOllslanlly 
improvlllg besl praclices alld sharing Ihem UIIIOIlgsl each olher. 
However Ihe firsl line ofdefense is oversighl by II,e governmel1l. 

TMI: What has finally been the real damage 10 the gulf? 
FB: It·s 100 early 10 lell. The lIearly five million barrels ofoillhal 
were gushillg inlo Ihe gulfgal into lire waler eolumll and gal illio 
lite zooplankton alld Ihe phyloplankton. How Ihal will affecl lIIal'ine 
life over lime is beillg a.>sessed righl now. Tltere wus illlll/ediale 
damage 10 Ihe coaslal shore IU/lds. 10 lire wellallds and 10 Ihe 
beaches-650 miles Irad some killd ofoil damage. Tlte area has lire 
largesl fishery illihe coulllly ajier Alaska and a big lourisl induSII)'. 
The beaches of Mississippi. Alabama altd Florida ure a major 
ecoltomic resource [andJ Ihey were /101 only aClually damaged 
Ihe oil hut also damaged as far as public pelt'eplioll goes, both 
whiclt resulted ill severe ecollollli,· harm. 

TMI: There has been a lo! in the news recently about hydrofrackm& 
by the natural gas industry. Could you talk about that? 
FB: Ti,e Italural gas ImlllMry made (/ velY co/lcer/eci ejli}rl 
I'al·ticular~y durillg lite Blish era !I"der Dick CI,ellq:I' e/lergy 
programs, 10 get exempliolls from major envimnmellial /011''' 
illClttdiltg The Sale Drinking Wcller ACI. The Cleall Waler Acl altd 
Ihe Supetfulld I.aw, alld Ihey .wcceede,I befitre lite M<IIt:('//lis shale 
hec(/I/Ie" k,IOWII "pporlwlity. We alld otllers didll 'I kllow Ihis Ihreal 
was cumjltg. and we w('rell '( (JS vigilant CIS we should have bee" 
hili we "'e cerl<'ill~~ >i}:il((lIIIlO"'. AI Ihe mOlnelll Ihe melllsllT is 'WI 
a<leql/utely regulaleel a"eI ('adl .1·lalC! i.l· /I~'illg ofigure 0111 how 1011111 
regulaliolls ill placl!. 

[The EPA is now making] a very specific assessment of whal Ihe 
drinking waleI' conlaminalion issues are wilh fracking, especially 
with Ihe wasle waler Ilral's gelling inlo rivers thai are the lIIaill 
source ofdrinking walerfor major melropolilan areas all overlhe 
Norlheasl, parlicularly Pellnsylvania. And of courSe we're very 
concerned aboUI wlral Ihe consequences are to Ihe New York City 
drinking water supply iffracking should proceed in the Catskills. In 
New York Slate Ihey 're doing all envirollllleltlal impacl review righl 
now, The queslion is whelher Ihal is adequale and whelher Ihey 
are providing lire level of analysis Ilral is l'eally t'equired as ntO/'e 
and more data comes oul. These issues are growing ill severity alld 
significance. Our lIumber aile aim al NRDC is 10 ensure Ihal Ihis 
induslry has the killd of oversighl and regulation tlral evelY ollrer 
induslry Itas. Iflhe gas illdusuy feels l/lis is suclt an opporlllllit)\ they 
should be en.wring there are adequale ellvimlllllellial safeguards 
ami adequate public health pmlectlons, bUI tlrey 're nOllhough. 

TMI: You have said our nation is addicted to oil. What can we do 
to reduce our consumption? 

FB: The lIulltber aile thillg lital needs 10 happell is that we lIeed 
10 maxilltize our energy efficiency. We shotlld have the mosl filel­
efficient cars. alld we need 10 lIIove 10 hybrid electric as quickly as 

ago lhis April lire presidelll illcreased our nlpg 
10 35 miles per gal/on. Now lire admillislmtion has 

,mollter opportunity 10 ralchel Ihose up jitr lire posl 2016 period. 
Thailleeds 10 happen. We also lIeed 10 maximize ow' illvestlltellls ill 
public trullspur/aliOlt so thai people have allemallves, 

III the power seclor we lIeed 10 maximize our /llveslmelll 
In ~(ficiencies. We Ihillk we could gel as much as a 40 percenl 
savings from electricity use tfbllildillgs were relrofilled 10 be mare 
~(ficiel/I-and 1101 only lire buildillgs Ihemselves bUI everyllring ill 

lire buildings. Appliallces need 10 be //tore e.(ficielll, eleelmllics need 
10 be more efficient·--altd lite), "all be. Tlrere are hl/ge savings alld 
ii's I/re/asiesl, citeal'eSl way 10 realize ellergy reduclions. 

Willd and solar are cOlllillg ill 10 Ihe //IO/'kel place [andlllt~\I 
al'e //lore and more competilive. In Dellnwrk 20 percell I of Ilteir 
eleclricity comes jiYJ//I renelV((b/es. largely. willd. In Germally. 
where Ilre'y lItade a htlge commilmenl 10 .",IUI; I/ley Irave /I climale 
IIIlIch like ours here ill lire Norlheasl all/I yel Ilrey see lire bellefil 
of.wlar illveslllleltl. So ifyotl ptll ill efficiency ((nd )~J/1 pili ill willd 
alld solar you CO/I gel real redltcliO/ls and re(/I inpul illlo lite powe/" 
grid. Wlull is so dis(/Pl'oiltling/or us is Ilrallitefilssil juel illdllSII}' 
real(I' own.r Ihe energy policy illliris ("()(IIIIIY, alld II1'illg to shifl illO 
a d!trerelll fitlttl¥! is polilically v(")'. very difficult. 

TMl: What other issues do you consider important? 

FB: Ilhink everybody lIeeds 10 realize Ihal allite sallie li//le we "'e 

working velY hard 10 advClltce ellergy SOlllliollS, Ihere is a huge risk 

Ilral Congress will roll back exisling ellvironmental safeguards. 

We're ill a vely loughfight in Congress IIOW wheremallY Republicafls 

are lookillg 10 roll back authority ullder Ihe Clean Air ACI. We have 

10 hold onto whal we have alld not allow Ihose roll backs on Ihe 

Clean Air Act aUlhority. and Ihen we need 10 //love forward with 

solullons. 


TMI: What can ordinary citizens accomplish? 

FB: I Ihink that being aclive is absolulely critical. No aile call 

assume thai clean air alld clean waleI' are jusl going to happel/ 

withoul a fighl. I Ihillk bolh lire frackillg issue alld the rollbacks 

on Ihe Clean Air Act are evidence of tllal. I lhillk people lIeed /0 

leI their local elected officials know whal kind ofellvironmenilirey 

expeCI in the 2/"" centllry. They call do il over Ihe Inleme!, Ihey can 

joill organizallolls, Ihey can go 10 10wII meelillgs wilh Ilteir local 

eleeled officials. II starls in cOlllmullilies. 


I hope the pl'esidefltlakes Ihe lead in moving us dowlI a clean 
ellel:g)l palh. We need him 10 be a slrong voice for why it's important 
for Ihe environmenl and wiry Ihere's value for Ihe econo//ly. 
We've spent a lot of tittle examifling how Ihe 111'0 cOllie logelhe,: 
Enviro/tmenlal proteclion creates jobs - il call power lite economy. 
Makillg /ilel-~(ficielll cars. It/aking wind lurbines, inslalling 
Iransmission lilies, retrofitting green buildings all creale a 101 of 
jobs. 


