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Education:
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Professional Positions:

Professor of Environmental Studies, Department of Environmental Studies, New York University, 2025 - present
Faculty Affiliate, Beijer Institute of Ecological Economics, Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, 2021-present
Senior Research Fellow, Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies, 2017-present

Associate Research Fellow, Stockholm Resilience Center, Stockholm University, 2017-present

Visiting Research Fellow, Humboldt University, Berlin, Germany, 2017

Professor of Urban Ecology (w/tenure), Environmental Studies, The New School, 2016-present

Founder and Director, Urban Systems Lab, The New School, 2015-present

Chair, Environmental Studies Program, The New School, 2015-2017

Research Faculty, Tishman Environment and Design Center, The New School, 2008-present

Assistant Professor of Urban Ecology, Environmental Studies, The New School, 2008-2016

Visiting Assistant Professor of Ecology, Earth Institute, Columbia University,
2008-2009

Columbia Science Fellow (Post-doctoral), Ecology, Evolution, and Environmental Biology (E3B), Earth
Institute, Columbia University, 2005-2008



Selected Professional Honors:
2024 Geo for Good Impact Award, Climatel(, Google
2023 Sustainability Science Award, The Ecological Society of America (ESA)

2022 Gulbenkian Prize for Humanity. Sixth Assessment Report (AR6), “Climate Change 2022: Impacts,
Adaptation and Vulnerability”

2021 BiodivERsA Prize, “Enabling Green and Blue Infrastructure Potential in Complex Social-Ecological
Regions” (ENABLE Project)

2020 NYC Climate Heroes Award, NYC Department of Transportation and Human Impacts Institute
2019-2021 University Fellowship, The New School

2019 Sustainability Science Award, Ecological Society of America

2019 Innovation in Sustainability Science Award, Ecological Society of America

2018 BiodivERsA Prize, “Urban Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services” (URBES Project)

2017 Distinguished University Teaching Award, The New School, New York

2017 Civic Liberal Arts Sustaining Partnerships Residency, Eugene Lang College, The New School
2014 Visiting Research Fellow, Stockholm Resilience Center, Stockholm University, Sweden

2005-07 Columbia Science Fellowship, The Importance of Cooperation in Ecological Communities, Columbia
University

2006 Young Scientist Award, World Knowledge Dialogues, Crans-Montana, Switzerland

2006 Official Selection, SCINEMA Festival of Science Film, Lemurs of Madagascar: Surviving on an Island of
Change, American Museum of Natural History

Research Interests and Activities:

My interdisciplinary scholarship, teaching, and community engagement addresses the interacting social-
ecological-technological processes that drive urban system dynamics and impact human wellbeing in order to
plan and design more equitable, resilient, and sustainable cities. My research utilizes both empirical (e.g. data
science, Al, modeling, experiments) and theoretical approaches (complex systems and resilience theory) to
advance research to support development of an urban systems science for improved urban planning, policy,
design, and management at local, regional and global scales. See UrbanSystemsL ab.com for more information.

My research focuses on advancing knowledge and impact in five overlapping areas:
Social vulnerability, equity and urban climate risk
Social-ecological-technological systems and urban resilience

Nature-based solutions for climate change adaptation

Data visualization and science communication

Modeling, data science, and spatial analytics
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