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Cary EcoQuest Orientation 

 

Join us on an EcoQuest to uncover the secret ecosystem where you live! How many 

different organisms live all around you, and what in the world are they eating?  

Learn how to use ecological tools to understand these fascinating consumers and their 

bizarre eating habits in your home ecosystem. 

 

 

 

Contact Information 

Ashley Alred, Education Program Leader: alreda@caryinstitute.org  

 

Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies 

https://www.caryinstitute.org/  

 

Cary Teaching Materials 

https://www.caryinstitute.org/eco-inquiry/teaching-materials  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:alreda@caryinstitute.org
https://www.caryinstitute.org/
https://www.caryinstitute.org/eco-inquiry/teaching-materials
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EcoQuest Background 

Cary EcoQuest is a brand new ecology learning venture created in light of cancelling in-person 

summer camps due to the coronavirus pandemic in 2020. We wanted to offer ecology 

programming—initially primarily on a local scale in New York—that would encourage kids and their 

families to get outdoors exploring their home ecosystem. 

 

Thus emerged this summer’s EcoQuest theme: Fantastic Feast: Who’s Coming Over for Dinner? where 

the focus is investigating the heterotrophs that live in participants’ home ecosystems so that they can 

learn more about the intricate interactions occurring right outside their door. There are 5 badges in 

EcoQuest, and although participants can work through the booklet in any order they choose, we 

scaffolded the badges so that each badge builds upon skillsets from previous badges.  

 

After witnessing the positive outcomes from this summer, we wanted to make this resource readily 

available to both families and educators alike for the school year, especially since many children are 

still learning remotely in various capacities.  

 

The goal of EcoQuest to provide the opportunity for kids to learn about the ecosystem of their homes 

or their schoolyard, make virtual social connections with kids their own age, and receive 

encouragement from ecology educators. 

Program Overview 

EcoExplorers will carry out investigations outside of their homes to learn ecology the way scientists at 

Cary do. They will keep a personal field journal, collect insects, fungi and plants, set up experiments, 

and try their hand at being eco-educators and eco-artists. We strongly recommend that EcoExplorers 

complete badges in the order they are in the booklet; however, it’s also okay to jump around a little! 

There is also an online supplement, Padlet, that contains how-to videos and provides the opportunity 

for EcoExplorers to share their discoveries and connect with other children in their EcoQuest journeys. 

Badge Descriptions 

1. Naturalist: The mission of this badge is to notice and observe different organisms in your 

home habitat. 

2. Field Tech: The mission of this badge is to learn techniques to “take attendance” of the animals 

that live in your habitat and practice identifying them. 

3. Field Ecologist: The mission of this badge is to design and conduct your own at-home field 

experiment to investigate more about animals and the food they consume. 
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4. Artist: The mission of this badge is to use artistic techniques to explore, celebrate, and share 

your habitat. 

5. Teacher: The mission of this badge is to practice communicating ecology lessons by sharing 

what you have learned with your friends and family. 

Learning Objectives 

Participants will… 

1. Discover and identify different animal species in their local ecosystem, including wildlife signs. 

2. Discover and identify the main plants in their local ecosystem, including recognizing signs of 

heterotrophy. 

3. Carry out field investigations similar to an ecologist. 

4. Use art to explore, understand, and communicate their local ecology. 

5. Draw conclusions about the interactions in their ecosystem and communicate those 

discoveries. 

6. See their local ecosystem from a new perspective that incites wonder, curiosity, and 

appreciation. 

How to Earn Badges 

1. Work through the EcoChallenges in the EcoQuest booklet!  

2. After completing an EcoChallenge, you and your EcoExplorer will fill out the checklist located 

at the end of each EcoChallenge.* 

3. Take a picture or scan the checklist(s), then email it to alreda@caryinstitute.org  

4. After the fall deadline of December 4th, I will begin mailing out earned metal button pin 

badges in the mail! 

*For teachers working with a group of students, I can share an Excel spreadsheet with you to 

facilitate tracking of individuals’ progress all in one place. Email alreda@caryinstitute.org  

 

 

 

mailto:alreda@caryinstitute.org
mailto:alreda@caryinstitute.org
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Participation Levels 

Cary EcoQuest is recommended for children entering grades 2-7. We have recommended 

participation levels: 

 

 Junior EcoExplorer (suggested for grades 2-3)*: To complete the EcoQuest at the Junior 

EcoExplorer level, participants must complete three EcoChallenge badges: Naturalist, Field 

Tech, & Artist. 

 *Younger or less experienced participants are likely to require a moderate level of adult 

assistance for certain activities. 

 

 Senior EcoExplorer (suggested for grades 4-7)**: To complete the EcoQuest at the Senior 

EcoExplorer level, participants must complete all five EcoChallenge badges: Naturalist, Field 

Tech, Field Ecologist, Artist, & Teacher. 

 **Older or more experienced participants need minimal to no assistance with activities. 

Important Dates 

Your EcoExplorer(s) can complete badge challenges at their own pace, but please take note of the 

December 4th deadline to submit checklists for receiving badges this fall. If you submit checklists 

before this date, your EcoExplorer(s) will receive badges before the end of the year. If you submit 

checklists after this date, receiving them before the end of the year is not guaranteed. EcoQuest will 

continue through the end of the 2021 school year in May. 

Online Platform: Padlet 

This is like an online “bulletin board” where all the supplemental activities like ecology videos, 

scavenger hunts, and crafts are housed. It’s divided up into 6 separate webpages (Introduction, 

Naturalist, Field Tech, Field Ecologist, Artist, & Teacher), and all participants of EcoQuest can post and 

respond to others’ posts! 

 

When a participant posts on Padlet, the post must be approved by me (Ashley Alred) before it 

becomes public to the EcoQuest community. We encourage that you check in with your 

child/students about internet safety, and encourage them to only make posts with your permission. 

All posts made on Padlet are available to anyone in EcoQuest with a password.  
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Create a Padlet account. We will not approve anonymous posts. You have two options: Download the 

app or access via your web browser. 

 

Option 1: Download the app. This works on the computer, tablet, phone, etc.  

1. After you download the app, you "sign up" and make an account. 

2. Next, click "Join." 

3. It'll give you the option to "Scan QR Code" or "Paste URL." Choose "Paste URL"--you can either 

manually type in https://padlet.com/caryecoquest/FantasticFeast or copy and paste the link. 

4. It'll ask for the password, which is Earthworm123 (capital “E”) 

5. If you’re just beginning, click first on the square entitled "Introduction"--It'll ask for your 

password again Earthworm123 

6. You're welcome to sign into the other badges (Naturalist, Field Tech, etc.) with the same 

password (Earthworm123). 

a. I recommend going ahead and signing into all badges. That way, you’ll always easily 

have access to them on your app. 

Option 2: Use your web browser. 

1. Open your preferred web browser (Google, Firefox, Safari, etc.) 

2. Go to: http://padlet.com/ 

3. On the top left, click “Log in” 

4. On the next page, you’ll see “Log in to Padlet…Don't have a Padlet account? Sign up” 

5. Create a Padlet account. 

6. After you’ve created an account, you should see an orange button that says, “Join a Padlet.” 

Click this. 

7. It’ll give you prompt to paste the URL. Copy and paste: 

https://padlet.com/caryecoquest/FantasticFeast  

8. It'll ask for the password, which is Earthworm123 

9. If you’re just beginning, click first on the square entitled "Introduction"--It'll ask for your 

password again (Earthworm123).  

10. You can sign into the other badges (Naturalist, Field Tech, etc.) with the same password 

(Earthworm123). 

 

https://padlet.com/caryecoquest/FantasticFeast
http://padlet.com/
https://padlet.com/auth/signup
https://padlet.com/caryecoquest/FantasticFeast
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EcoQuest DIY Investigation Kit 

Strongly Recommended Materials What It Will Be Used For 

Sunscreen, bug spray, & water bottle/cup, 

tweezers (for ticks) 

Outdoor safety! 

Clear plastic container with lid  

-Like a recycled peanut butter jar! Have an 

adult poke holes in the lid. 

Bug box...for catching bugs! 

Clipboard or large book Added support for writing in EcoQuest 

Field Journal outside 

Craft/Art supplies 

● Coloring utensils (crayons and/or 

colored pencils) 

● Clear tape (Scotch tape) 

● Scissors 

● Extra paper for drawing & writing 

The EcoQuest Field Journal doubles as a 

scrapbook where kids can constantly be 

coloring and taping discoveries for all 

badges. Anything you have on hand would 

be great! 

4 pencils, strong sticks, or tent stakes Creating a “Study Square” for the Naturalist 

Badge 

Metal or plastic spoon 

-or small trowel 

Digging 

Empty yogurt cup, no lid 

-or something similar 

This will be used for creating a pitfall trap 

for the Field Tech and/or Field Ecologist 

badge. 

A piece of cardboard the size of a pizza 

box lid 

-or a piece of plywood, or the plastic lid to a 

bin 

Creating a “Cover Board” for the Field Tech 

Badge 

Light colored fabric sheet For “Beat Sampling” for bugs for  the Field 

Tech Badge 
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Optional DIY tools to help find organisms What It Can Be Used For 

 DIY Butterfly Net made from a coat 

hanger & mesh laundry bag. Get creative 

with materials! 

Catching insects 

Cardboard plant press  

● Cardboard 

● Paper 

● Rubber bands 

● scissors 

For those botanists especially interested 

plants! Can press plants and add to 

EcoQuest Field Journal 

  

Extra items to include/borrow from 

library/purchase 

Examples 

“Terrarium” 

-Especially if kids are interested in doing an 

indoor experiment for their Field Ecologist 

Badge. 

-Can transform an old, clear food storage 

container! 

-Or purchase one. 

Video for DIY habitats *Note: This person is 

buying bugs from the store...but in the 

spirit of EcoQuest, we encourage you to 

find bugs outside (or from inside!) your 

home. Whatever works best for your family 

is great. 

-Insect Carry Box 

-Mesh Insect Habitat 

 

 

Field guides of any kind! Bugs: Backyard bugs, Peterson guide 

Birds: NY Bird Guide  (These are created for 

every state!) 

Mammals: Coloring field guide, NatGeo 

Mammals  

Wildlife signs: Tracks, Scat, & Signs 

Trees: Kids tree guide, Family tree guide, 

Sibley guide 

Fungi: eBook, Pocket guide  

Binoculars--any kind! Compact Mini Binoculars 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y6X2VZyy0dY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LyuK6qwlqBg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jv8R8r6Ugho
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Insect-Carry-Box/140947791?wmlspartner=wlpa&selectedSellerId=7591&&adid=22222222227068205167&wl0=&wl1=g&wl2=c&wl3=174524011170&wl4=pla-280282131544&wl5=9004852&wl6=&wl7=&wl8=&wl9=pla&wl10=115793528&wl11=online&wl12=140947791&veh=sem&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIu4Svq8i06gIVGorICh1blgeBEAQYFSABEgKwIfD_BwE
https://www.homesciencetools.com/product/insect-habitat/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI9c2lncm06gIVwp-zCh1Siw0EEAkYASABEgJN5vD_BwE
https://www.thriftbooks.com/w/the-secret-lives-of-backyard-bugs-discover-amazing-butterflies-moths-spiders-dragonflies-and-other-insects_judy-burris_wayne-richards/766433/item/18826958/?mkwid=M4TicR8U%7cdc&pcrid=430001108596&product=18826958&plc=&pgrid=99653410533&ptaid=pla-894208912293&utm_source=google_shopping&utm_content=M4TicR8U%7cdc%7cpcrid%7c430001108596%7cpkw%7c%7cpmt%7c%7cproduct%7c18826958%7cslid%7c%7cpgrid%7c99653410533%7cptaid%7cpla-894208912293%7c&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI5pHfz63F6gIV0eDICh1QaAHmEAQYBSABEgLGWvD_BwE#isbn=1603425632&idiq=18826958
https://www.google.com/shopping/product/11473278019137109114?lsf=seller:8636635,store:3233916974715508189,s:h&prds=oid:1867628652655826634&q=kids+insect+guide+new+york+state&hl=en&ei=gcUJX6S8KayZ_QbT6pHIDg
https://www.abebooks.com/Birds-New-York-Field-Guide-Bird/30489534414/bd?cm_mmc=ggl-_-US_Shopp_Trade-_-new-_-naa&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIsdHAjKu06gIV5QiICR0ZYwukEAQYBCABEgJsUPD_BwE
https://www.thriftbooks.com/w/field-guide-to-mammals-colouring-book-peterson-field-guides_peter-alden_fiona-a-reid/718307/item/18115976/#isbn=0544032543&idiq=18115976
https://bookoutlet.com/Store/Details/9781426333705B?source=ppc&ppc_campaign=u1407004000&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIpeOz3azF6gIVBYTICh0muwSBEAQYASABEgKJ0PD_BwE
https://bookoutlet.com/Store/Details/9781426333705B?source=ppc&ppc_campaign=u1407004000&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIpeOz3azF6gIVBYTICh0muwSBEAQYASABEgKJ0PD_BwE
https://www.rainbowresource.com/product/018992/Tracks,-Scats-and-Signs-Take-Along-Guide.html?trackcode=googleBase&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&adpos=&scid=scplp018992&sc_intid=018992&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIjqiynrC06gIVp9SzCh202AE5EAQYAyABEgJA_PD_BwE
https://www.amazon.com/Trees-Leaves-Bark-Along-Guides/dp/1559716282/ref=pd_lpo_14_img_0/147-4487956-8192556?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1559716282&pd_rd_r=819358b2-3986-4e18-bc38-fb320fa9e98a&pd_rd_w=r2EXI&pd_rd_wg=SpXVt&pf_rd_p=7b36d496-f366-4631-94d3-61b87b52511b&pf_rd_r=KGGJ8W12YEZ1A1ZV7WH3&psc=1&refRID=KGGJ8W12YEZ1A1ZV7WH3
https://www.amazon.com/Tree-Book-Kids-Their-Grown-Ups/dp/1889538868/ref=asc_df_1889538868/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=312735752321&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=486355210683095824&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9004852&hvtargid=pla-493800465063&psc=1&tag=&ref=&adgrpid=69091066224&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvadid=312735752321&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=486355210683095824&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9004852&hvtargid=pla-493800465063
https://www.google.com/shopping/product/16559636669571052589?lsf=seller:8636635,store:11098232576145228571,s:h&prds=oid:2606309518602868304&q=kids+new+york+tree+guide&hl=en&ei=1cQJX4nVBuO1ggeWlqfICQ
https://ebookall.store/shop/mushrooms-of-the-northeastern-united-states-and-eastern-canada-a-timber-press-field-guide/?dTribesID=rOTwkzGGPB6c1WrDbA6es2sMe5u205Wk%7Cadtribes%7C90959&utm_source=Google%20Shopping&utm_campaign=eba&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=90959
https://www.nature-watch.com/mushrooms-pocket-naturalist-guide-p-1260.html?cPath=142_145&utm_term=Mushrooms+Pocket+Naturalist+Guide&utm_source=Google+Base&utm_medium=Shopping+Portal&utm_campaign=Nature-Watch
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0832BJKB5/ref=sspa_dk_detail_1?psc=1&pd_rd_i=B0832BJKB5&pd_rd_w=eYmLZ&pf_rd_p=48d372c1-f7e1-4b8b-9d02-4bd86f5158c5&pd_rd_wg=uJOst&pf_rd_r=T4HNPEG4K6SVHR2VW1VF&pd_rd_r=e6ea4511-b3f2-49d4-bdb8-77cbed8ac8ba&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUEySkVUQ1lQQ0FDNE5BJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwNjQ3MjE2MTlNV0tWM1NLTFJLWSZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwODkxMjQ2UUYxSVVRSldCSEEwJndpZGdldE5hbWU9c3BfZGV0YWlsJmFjdGlvbj1jbGlja1JlZGlyZWN0JmRvTm90TG9nQ2xpY2s9dHJ1ZQ==
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EcoQuest Resource Guide 
The supplemental resources listed here are also available on our Padlet pages. To access the Google 

links, you will need to create a Google account if you do not already have one. 

 

Introduction (Booklet pages 7-10) 

● Scavenger hunt: (see page 14 in this orientation guide below) 

● Cary Trail Guide (for local New York residents!)  

https://www.caryinstitute.org/sites/default/files/public/downloads/trails_map_one_way.pdf 

● The EcoQuest Map: https://padlet.com/caryecoquest/EcoQuestMap  

 

Naturalist Badge (Booklet pages 11-30) 

● How-Tos and Instructional Posts 

○ Finding a sit spot https://drive.google.com/file/d/12fDeENuTq-

kDDbbWDFNFWKZRx5KIjGjX/view?usp=sharing  

○ Making and using binoculars 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aJMFjFJnFErvrN4YB31lsTycaInix8h3/view?usp=sharing  

○ Making a kaleidoscope 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o1AOjLaO8gExAU7ezupDHDuynj7xOdSk/view 

● Identifying bird calls 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hsuvO4zKpQRL_7TR4siRBZqL2C45Wd1A/view?usp=sh

aring  

● Smell tour of Cary 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sAZWG8oiEYOTK_Gk8cOGg6P8HUBpWV55/view  

● “Smellenger” hunt 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sAZWG8oiEYOTK_Gk8cOGg6P8HUBpWV55/view?usp=

sharing  

● DIY Hummingbird feeder https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ukp-Eicc0rM  

● Pet rocks https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PHqNI-FnOCF__-

Jb6mW33YAFn2rxQmyZ/view?usp=sharing  

● Scientist Spotlight: Barry Haydasz 

○ Article: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GihPKxesManNoQTuloq1qnmaGkJC4DQa/view?usp=s

haring  

○ Audio recording: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fpFQAM1_S_tOp13LC8JW7l48xgPEgRs1/view?usp=shari

ng  

 

https://www.caryinstitute.org/sites/default/files/public/downloads/trails_map_one_way.pdf
https://padlet.com/caryecoquest/EcoQuestMap
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12fDeENuTq-kDDbbWDFNFWKZRx5KIjGjX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12fDeENuTq-kDDbbWDFNFWKZRx5KIjGjX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aJMFjFJnFErvrN4YB31lsTycaInix8h3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o1AOjLaO8gExAU7ezupDHDuynj7xOdSk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hsuvO4zKpQRL_7TR4siRBZqL2C45Wd1A/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hsuvO4zKpQRL_7TR4siRBZqL2C45Wd1A/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sAZWG8oiEYOTK_Gk8cOGg6P8HUBpWV55/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sAZWG8oiEYOTK_Gk8cOGg6P8HUBpWV55/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sAZWG8oiEYOTK_Gk8cOGg6P8HUBpWV55/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ukp-Eicc0rM
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PHqNI-FnOCF__-Jb6mW33YAFn2rxQmyZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PHqNI-FnOCF__-Jb6mW33YAFn2rxQmyZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GihPKxesManNoQTuloq1qnmaGkJC4DQa/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GihPKxesManNoQTuloq1qnmaGkJC4DQa/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fpFQAM1_S_tOp13LC8JW7l48xgPEgRs1/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fpFQAM1_S_tOp13LC8JW7l48xgPEgRs1/view?usp=sharing
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● Non-EcoQuest Resources 

○ Seek, a naturalist app https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/seek_app  

○ Warblers in Central Park 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1FvoppCDT1k&list=PLZVnnAt5_5lbqaQNNg-

LEPwdRbj_nf5hU&index=2&t=0s  

 

Field Tech Badge (Booklet pages 31-55) 

● How-Tos and Instructional Posts  

○ Study Square https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iVk5RkG_PUg 

○ What’s a Heterotroph? https://edpuzzle.com/media/5f219eaa866de23fb2b1f516 

○ Pitfall Traps 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CVPYVq1AuC2PQWJnEBfWAmvplxgUaFi1/view?usp=sh

aring  

○ Beat Sampling 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zV4JceQeZdGwtCJWqRnc8t1uFewDNgMp/view?usp=s

haring  

○ Net Techniques 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KGkLRuOW6DQuw9XnMNcIoN33JXyD2zjj/view  

○ Homemade Butterfly nets https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y6X2VZyy0dY 

○ Track Plates 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qwEGRg1e9SstCiVkSrdrh86S1oPSPPyL/view?usp=sharin

g  

○ Cover Boards: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fbO9Ok8QD9o&t=12s  

○ Making Mosaics https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kuO-OozV9TvG-_Htbc-

UimFTvSktDrUGjt_3mHBFBCs/edit  

● Scientist Spotlight: Ilya Fischhoff 

○ Article: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Lj7TSwppXqXldji7tYtXcz0jPMbI900p/view?usp=sharing  

○ Audio recording: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oOES_EbxqDdg0kZe_Wil4gtqwk3AEhW6/view?usp=sh

aring  

● Field Guides 

○ NYS Conservationist Kids: Amphibians & Reptiles 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/administration_pdf/0220c4kherps.pdf 

○ Common Spiders of NY http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/wildlife_pdf/commonspiders.pdf 

○ NY Guide to Mammals http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/administration_pdf/mammals2.pdf 

https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/seek_app
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1FvoppCDT1k&list=PLZVnnAt5_5lbqaQNNg-LEPwdRbj_nf5hU&index=2&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1FvoppCDT1k&list=PLZVnnAt5_5lbqaQNNg-LEPwdRbj_nf5hU&index=2&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iVk5RkG_PUg
https://edpuzzle.com/media/5f219eaa866de23fb2b1f516
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CVPYVq1AuC2PQWJnEBfWAmvplxgUaFi1/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CVPYVq1AuC2PQWJnEBfWAmvplxgUaFi1/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zV4JceQeZdGwtCJWqRnc8t1uFewDNgMp/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zV4JceQeZdGwtCJWqRnc8t1uFewDNgMp/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KGkLRuOW6DQuw9XnMNcIoN33JXyD2zjj/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y6X2VZyy0dY
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qwEGRg1e9SstCiVkSrdrh86S1oPSPPyL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qwEGRg1e9SstCiVkSrdrh86S1oPSPPyL/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fbO9Ok8QD9o&t=12s
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kuO-OozV9TvG-_Htbc-UimFTvSktDrUGjt_3mHBFBCs/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kuO-OozV9TvG-_Htbc-UimFTvSktDrUGjt_3mHBFBCs/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Lj7TSwppXqXldji7tYtXcz0jPMbI900p/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oOES_EbxqDdg0kZe_Wil4gtqwk3AEhW6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oOES_EbxqDdg0kZe_Wil4gtqwk3AEhW6/view?usp=sharing
https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/administration_pdf/0220c4kherps.pdf
http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/wildlife_pdf/commonspiders.pdf
http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/administration_pdf/mammals2.pdf
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○ Who Eats What: A Guide to Feeding Clues 

https://www.caryinstitute.org/sites/default/files/public/downloads/lesson-

plans/Appendix_A-_Who_Eats_What_Guide_0.pdf 

○ Butterflies and Moths guide 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/administration_pdf/butterfly.pdf 

○ Backyard Bugs https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/administration_pdf/bugsb.pdf 

○ How to use a field guide (for  birds) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IrSiNfKD42qNPo7l_mfrT8eeN_7PwGEf/view?usp=shari

ng  

○ I Bird NY https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/wildlife_pdf/ibirdnybooklet.pdf 

● Other Non-EcoQuest Resources 

○ Cornell Feeder Watch Cam https://www.allaboutbirds.org/cams/cornell-lab-

feederwatch/  

 

Field Ecologist Badge (Booklet pages 56-72) 

● How-To’s and Instructional Posts  

○ Habitat Chambers: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nBIV6RknqsCU9hLvsbJVaA8TNdJ_pnaA/view  

○ Ant Hotel: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JBya5-

NIX12qAUnjtOcy0EmUHv5RUrik/view?usp=sharing  

○ Asking Answerable Questions (Part 1) 

https://edpuzzle.com/media/5f26ebd43662d33f12335b68  

○ Answering Answerable Questions (Part 2) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LKpvnCiVgUc&feature=emb_logo  

○ Bait Stations  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CabMrKxTWJM738havq2y9CLSrrC6ISEL/view  

○ Tick Safety https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k_TemCtlX3QkWnRIBGRdQ46ejX5od-

Ry/view?usp=sharing  

○ BINGO! 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yvDD0IYl6MRHe3CiuzJ9rN3GG1rQngW9/view?usp=sh

aring  

● Scientist Spotlight 

○ Adrian Castellanos  

■ Article  https://drive.google.com/file/d/1l8Z2x-

5uwKnxtr9QbjzBSw5C14qlltvP/view?usp=sharing  

■ Recording 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NZQyNfepC6z5isCC_lbDPe0Dl4p_3tpP/view?us

p=sharing  

https://www.caryinstitute.org/sites/default/files/public/downloads/lesson-plans/Appendix_A-_Who_Eats_What_Guide_0.pdf
https://www.caryinstitute.org/sites/default/files/public/downloads/lesson-plans/Appendix_A-_Who_Eats_What_Guide_0.pdf
http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/administration_pdf/butterfly.pdf
https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/administration_pdf/bugsb.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IrSiNfKD42qNPo7l_mfrT8eeN_7PwGEf/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IrSiNfKD42qNPo7l_mfrT8eeN_7PwGEf/view?usp=sharing
https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/wildlife_pdf/ibirdnybooklet.pdf
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/cams/cornell-lab-feederwatch/
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/cams/cornell-lab-feederwatch/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nBIV6RknqsCU9hLvsbJVaA8TNdJ_pnaA/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JBya5-NIX12qAUnjtOcy0EmUHv5RUrik/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JBya5-NIX12qAUnjtOcy0EmUHv5RUrik/view?usp=sharing
https://edpuzzle.com/media/5f26ebd43662d33f12335b68
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LKpvnCiVgUc&feature=emb_logo
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CabMrKxTWJM738havq2y9CLSrrC6ISEL/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k_TemCtlX3QkWnRIBGRdQ46ejX5od-Ry/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k_TemCtlX3QkWnRIBGRdQ46ejX5od-Ry/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yvDD0IYl6MRHe3CiuzJ9rN3GG1rQngW9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yvDD0IYl6MRHe3CiuzJ9rN3GG1rQngW9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1l8Z2x-5uwKnxtr9QbjzBSw5C14qlltvP/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1l8Z2x-5uwKnxtr9QbjzBSw5C14qlltvP/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NZQyNfepC6z5isCC_lbDPe0Dl4p_3tpP/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NZQyNfepC6z5isCC_lbDPe0Dl4p_3tpP/view?usp=sharing
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○ Shannon LaDeau 

■ Article 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xMX4TvrtHbbMsT5MzQQ0kVoCiE46ra9X/view?

usp=sharing  

■ Recording https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xxrPSf5Z-IcgmfYD-

_0MROAZZj1fvPAI/view?usp=sharing  

 

Artist Badge (Booklet pages 73-96) 

● How-To’s  

○ Camp Song 

■ https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-0AMi1EYhQcvnpch9-

lNQWu7JcEP4HCO/view?usp=sharing  

○ Nature’s Palette 

■ https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DZTWgGe8om0s5yAQohECp5vT631RonRS/vie

w?usp=sharing  

○ Plant Press 

■ https://drive.google.com/file/d/19LzCPUymcvLW43wMYQoDjFzot4rq9o4Y/view

?usp=sharing  

○ You Are What You Eat 

■ Instructions: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k0ehDkD4mnbSF4gllrbrfeN6DAPbF_Fw/view?us

p=sharing  

■ Video:  

■ https://drive.google.com/file/d/1K2nIUb1dfbGrEpiIS7eMuxcO8-

BdNRyE/view?usp=sharing  

● Bonus Activities 

○ Eco-Art Scavenger Hunt 

■ https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OFUGRUBfXiMOaq-

vZMv6c1Iu8UY4oAPVj6HVX5HbUHo/edit?usp=sharing  

○ Making a Soundscape 

■ https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dd0par4wrFiDini9-

ZZlOrEkxIKJK6zk/view?usp=sharing  

○ Bird Drawing 

■ https://drive.google.com/file/d/18xo3iyhW00TQyqrA4WgjsOwN7VV1EW0X/view

?usp=sharing  

○ Artist Scavenger Hunt  

■ https://drive.google.com/file/d/15yttgtMbMBuzKJ4s41tzljctoLydeMar/view?usp=

sharing  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xMX4TvrtHbbMsT5MzQQ0kVoCiE46ra9X/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xMX4TvrtHbbMsT5MzQQ0kVoCiE46ra9X/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xxrPSf5Z-IcgmfYD-_0MROAZZj1fvPAI/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xxrPSf5Z-IcgmfYD-_0MROAZZj1fvPAI/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-0AMi1EYhQcvnpch9-lNQWu7JcEP4HCO/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-0AMi1EYhQcvnpch9-lNQWu7JcEP4HCO/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DZTWgGe8om0s5yAQohECp5vT631RonRS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DZTWgGe8om0s5yAQohECp5vT631RonRS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19LzCPUymcvLW43wMYQoDjFzot4rq9o4Y/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19LzCPUymcvLW43wMYQoDjFzot4rq9o4Y/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k0ehDkD4mnbSF4gllrbrfeN6DAPbF_Fw/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k0ehDkD4mnbSF4gllrbrfeN6DAPbF_Fw/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1K2nIUb1dfbGrEpiIS7eMuxcO8-BdNRyE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1K2nIUb1dfbGrEpiIS7eMuxcO8-BdNRyE/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OFUGRUBfXiMOaq-vZMv6c1Iu8UY4oAPVj6HVX5HbUHo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OFUGRUBfXiMOaq-vZMv6c1Iu8UY4oAPVj6HVX5HbUHo/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dd0par4wrFiDini9-ZZlOrEkxIKJK6zk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dd0par4wrFiDini9-ZZlOrEkxIKJK6zk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18xo3iyhW00TQyqrA4WgjsOwN7VV1EW0X/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18xo3iyhW00TQyqrA4WgjsOwN7VV1EW0X/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15yttgtMbMBuzKJ4s41tzljctoLydeMar/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15yttgtMbMBuzKJ4s41tzljctoLydeMar/view?usp=sharing
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○ Virtual Butterfly Walk 

■ https://www.caryinstitute.org/news-insights/lecture-video/virtual-walk-

butterflies-and-skippers  

○ Ant Hotels 

■ https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WmudKxCipXo7TtkIEEXUowOMmmxc8u

xSOGEPP3AC8k0/edit  

● Scientist Spotlight: Hara Woltz 

○ https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cZZMJErG8hk58juyUtwwVf7MRZvaxocZ/view?usp=sha

ring  

 

Teacher Badge (Booklet pages 97-104) 

● Bonus Activities 

○ Who are the teachers in your ecosystem? 

■ https://drive.google.com/file/d/15kMDLy7JeNVgdHIeybDoLfVrRXxhRVVD/view?

usp=sharing  

○ Clover investigation: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15UpYI3RNMwUB0X1siH4GzCrsRe2lkSat/view?usp=shari

ng  

○ Kahoot! Trivia 

https://kahoot.it/challenge/04641790?challenge-id=ca61e0e5-d976-47e3-a90e-

b73dca2ab768_1597251041548 

 

● Scientist/Educator Spotlight 

○ Ashley Alred 

■ https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wZFI4b9y5lgQVhzMPHebxiBRAae7fOMz/view?

usp=sharing  

○ Amelia Goldstein 

■ https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uaD5zAVxM6oHLThhvoop7UyOSSP2J0MZ/view

?usp=sharing  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.caryinstitute.org/news-insights/lecture-video/virtual-walk-butterflies-and-skippers
https://www.caryinstitute.org/news-insights/lecture-video/virtual-walk-butterflies-and-skippers
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WmudKxCipXo7TtkIEEXUowOMmmxc8uxSOGEPP3AC8k0/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WmudKxCipXo7TtkIEEXUowOMmmxc8uxSOGEPP3AC8k0/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cZZMJErG8hk58juyUtwwVf7MRZvaxocZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cZZMJErG8hk58juyUtwwVf7MRZvaxocZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15kMDLy7JeNVgdHIeybDoLfVrRXxhRVVD/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15kMDLy7JeNVgdHIeybDoLfVrRXxhRVVD/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15UpYI3RNMwUB0X1siH4GzCrsRe2lkSat/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15UpYI3RNMwUB0X1siH4GzCrsRe2lkSat/view?usp=sharing
https://kahoot.it/challenge/04641790?challenge-id=ca61e0e5-d976-47e3-a90e-b73dca2ab768_1597251041548
https://kahoot.it/challenge/04641790?challenge-id=ca61e0e5-d976-47e3-a90e-b73dca2ab768_1597251041548
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wZFI4b9y5lgQVhzMPHebxiBRAae7fOMz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wZFI4b9y5lgQVhzMPHebxiBRAae7fOMz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uaD5zAVxM6oHLThhvoop7UyOSSP2J0MZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uaD5zAVxM6oHLThhvoop7UyOSSP2J0MZ/view?usp=sharing
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EcoQuest Introductory Scavenger Hunt 
 

To get EcoExplorers ready and rolling, we’ve created a scavenger hunt. This scavenger hunt is all about 

getting situated with the EcoQuest program, making sure you have all of the materials you need, and 

getting all of your questions and concerns met. 

 

The scavenger hunt is a mix between going outside, finding materials inside, and using online resources 

(specifically, the Padlet page we have created at http://Padlet.com/caryecoquest/FantasticFeast . We 

recommend completing these challenges before diving into the first badge. 

 

Option 1: Online scavenger hunt. To complete this scavenger hunt on a google form that will submit 

automatically to Cary Education, follow this link. Note: A Google account is required.  

 

https://forms.gle/CSg7VUDJUJYbKPAs6 

 

Option 2: Type into the document or Print to write. We’ve created a hard copy, which you can access on 

the next page. Educators, you may even wish to populate your own Google Form or other poll platform 

with the scavenger hunt provided (or use it for inspiration to create something unique!). Families from this 

summer’s program responded that this scavenger hunt was a really nice way to ease into EcoQuest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://padlet.com/caryecoquest/FantasticFeast
https://forms.gle/CSg7VUDJUJYbKPAs6
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EcoQuest Scavenger Hunt 
This scavenger hunt is full of challenges for you to complete to get you ready for the rest of the challenges 

you will complete during EcoQuest: Fantastic Feast. 

 

*Please note: We do not expect EcoExplorers to complete all of the challenges, simply as much as they can.  
 

Part 1: Let the Games Begin! 
 

This scavenger hunt is full of challenges for you to complete to get you ready for the rest of the challenges 

you will complete during EcoQuest: Fantastic Feast.  

 

1.  What is your name? 

 

 
 

 

2.  Describe your home! Who lives there? What is your outdoor space like? 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

3.  Take a picture of an outdoor space that you can revisit throughout EcoQuest! 

 

 ▢ Picture taken 

 

4.  What words can you use to describe how this place smells, looks, sounds, and feels? 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

5.  Give your outdoor space a name (for example: The Deer’s Den or Goldstein’s Grotto).  
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6.  Are you ready for Part 2? 

▢ Yes! 

 

Part 2: EcoQuest Kits 

This part of the scavenger hunt is all about finding materials that you will use throughout your EcoQuest.  

 

1.  Check off all of the materials that you can find. Keep them inside of a box (or bag) to use throughout 

EcoQuest.  

 

▢ A box 

▢ A light colored cloth 

▢ Sunscreen 

▢ Bug spray 

▢ A reusable water bottle or cup 

▢ A pencil 

▢ An eraser 

▢ Extra paper or a journal 

▢ Scissors 

▢ Tape 

▢ An empty yogurt cup or similar sized plastic cup 

▢ Cardboard 

▢ Rubber bands 

▢ A clipboard or large book you can write against 

▢ String or yarn 

▢ Arts and craft supplies 

▢ A rock 

▢ Tweezers 

▢ A spoon or small shovel 

▢ A stick or baseball bat 

▢ Something else that might be helpful! 

▢ One extra item, for good luck. 

 

*NOTE: An EcoQuest kit does not need ALL of the above materials, but you do need at least a 

pencil.  

2.  Now that you have created your kit, add some decorations! 

 

3.  Are you ready for Part 3?  

 

▢ Absolutely! 
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Part 3: Exploring Padlet 
 

1. Go to http://padlet.org/caryecoquest/FantasticFeast . How many different Badges are there (not 

including “Introduction”)?  

 

 
 

2.  Find where it says “Introduction.” Underneath the word Introduction is an image. Describe that image 

below.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

3.  Click the image.  

 

4.  In the “Questions” column, find the post by EcoQuest Guides that says “Where are you joining 

EcoQuest From?” Comment on the post with your answer!  

 

5.  At the top of the “Questions” column, click the “+” button. Post a question for other EcoQuest Explorers 

to answer! 

 

6.  Are you ready for Part 4? 

 

▢ Ready Freddy! 

 

Part 4: Taking Pictures, Making Videos 

 

Any pictures or videos you wish to share can be sent to alreda@caryinstitute.org or posted directly on the 

Padlet! 

 

1.  EcoQuest: Fantastic Feast is all about exploring the creatures that come by your home to eat! Take a 

picture of something YOU love to eat! 

 

▢ Done! 

 

2.  Upload a recipe or short video (less than 20 seconds) showing us the best way to eat or make your 

favorite food! 

 

▢ Done! 

 

http://padlet.org/caryecoquest/FantasticFeast
mailto:alreda@caryinstitute.org
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3.  Find an animal that lives nearby. This could be a pet, a bug, or a human! Make a short video (less than 

20 seconds) interviewing that animal on its favorite foods.  

 

▢ Done! 

 

4.  Go outside and spend some time looking for animals that live nearby. You may have to wait a while. 

When you’ve found something you don’t see every day, take a picture or short video (less than 20 

seconds)! 

 

▢ Done! 

 

5.  Ecology is the study of how living things interact with each other and the world around them. Make a 

fun video (less than 20 seconds) of yourself interacting with a friend, family member, or living thing in your 

environment. 

 

▢ Done! 

 

6. Are you ready for the next section? 

 

▢ Yep!  

 

Part 5: Let’s do this!! 
1.  First off, do you have everything you need? 

 

▢ A “home” habitat that I can study 

▢ Access to the Padlet webpage 

▢ A copy of the EcoQuest Booklet (either on a screen or printed) 

▢ The support of a parent or guardian 

▢ An EcoQuest DIY Kit 

 

2.  There’s one more thing that all scientists need before they get to work, and that’s a good scientific 

question. Write a question below about your outdoor space that you don’t know the answer to.  
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3. One is not enough!! Ask ANOTHER question about your outdoor space and the living things inside of it.  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

4.  Finally, answer this riddle: 

 

What has a bed, but never lies? A bank, but no money? 

 

 

 
 

 

 

5. On a scale of 1-10 (1 being “NOT READY! Help!” and 10 being “Very Ready! Let’s Go!”), how ready 

for EcoQuest: Fantastic Feast are you? Circle a number. 

 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  

          

 

 

Don’t forget, you can always reach Ashley at Alreda@caryinstitute.org! 

 

GOOD LUCK ON YOUR ECOQUEST! 

mailto:Alreda@caryinstitute.org

