


FROM LIFE TO THE AFTERLIFE
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DECONSTRUCTION How do plant traits affect the fate of wood?



THE IMPORTANCE OF DEADWOOD
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“At the time a tree dies, it has only partially fulfilled its
potential ecological function.”

— Jerry Franklin, ecologist



WHAT DETERMINES HOW WOOD DECAYS?

AGENTS OF DECAY
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Microcerotermes Nasutitermes Drepanotermes Macrognathotermes

Amitermes Schedorhinotermes MNeotermes Coplofermes




WORKER TERMITE
forages food
for the colony
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LOSS OF BIOMASS

Different tree species = Different rates of decay




FOLLOWING THE DEAD: ESEARCH INTHE TROPICS
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0T PLOT OLLOW TREE ERMITE MOUND




CROWD-SOURCING A GLOBAL TERMITE STUDY

FINDING

termite wood decay increases by more than 68X for every 1 0°C rise in temperature




~140 MOUNDS FROM 5 GCONTINENTS BARRO COLORADO ISLAND, PANAMA




WHAT CAN YOU DO?

L.eave the Dead Alone Support Science Use Your Voice

Resist the urge to keep things tidy. Invest in the research needed to Advocate for the preservation of
Dead and dying plants play a vital understand how the world works. wild places.
role in a healthy ecosystem.





