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Plant type and abundance:

Å Differs from pre-
settlement times (this 
combination  probably 
never existed before),

Å Changing constantly,

Å Will be a different 
forest in the future.

Todayõs Forest 



What Impacts Forests

Å Climate and plant 
dispersal

Å Competition and 
succession

Å Disturbance 

Å Legacy of land use 
history 



Climate and Plant Dispersal

Å Glaciers left a bare 
landscape open for 
plant colonization.

Å Plant species moved 
north at different rates.

Å Climate continually 
changing (not at the 
current rapid pace).



Competition Shapes Communities

Different adaptations to: 

ÅLight 

ÅNutrients

ÅWater

ÅTemperature, wind 



Changing Light Availability Alters Communities



Disturbance

ÅWind

ÅFloods

ÅIce

ÅFire

ÅBiological

ÅLogging

ÅAgriculture

ÅDevelopment



Interdepend Communities

Å Animals are 
community 
members.

Å Parts are all 
connected.

After DeGraaf, et. al. 2005.  Landowners guide to wildlife 
habitat. Univ. Press of New England, 111pp



What Do Wildlife Need

Å Food

ÅWater

Å Cover

Å Spatial 

distribution



Community Succession



https://harvardforest.photoshelter.com/galleries/C000068gHlUTc6BY/G0000OR2a2UhZafY/Diorama


