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los angeles fires: lessons learned
preventing homes & communities from burning
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los angeles fires: 3 key conditions

Extreme  fire activity requires three key ‘switches’ to be turned on
Graphic: Kate Amato



increasing burn area & Risk

housing units in WUI of western US
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management strategies

mechanical thinning

prescribed burns

post-fire restoration

fuel
reduction
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different ecosystems = different strategies
wet forest dry forest

western cascades EASTERN cascades

40 miles

“Science is the foundation and bedrock for Washington Department of Natural 
Resources’ work on forest treatments and forest health.” 
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Using science to detect fires & their spread

“We need science to advise us on the movement, scope, and scale of fire in 
the built environment.”

2020 mullen fire, wyoming 

tracking fire with thermal satellite image data
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fire affects water quantity & Quality

water quantity water quality mudslides/debris flow

If you care about water, you need to care about fire.
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protecting water resources

Lake Berryessa medical lake pacific ocean

washington

gray fire, 2023
california

LA fires, 2024
california

LNU Lighting Complex Fire, 2020
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What actions can we take?

• Consider wildfire 
risk when designing 
buildings and 
communities.

Individuals & 
Communities

Universities & 
Research

• Conduct science. 
Build pathways from 
science to decision 
makers.

Government

• Invest in fire response, 
land management, 
and community 
resilience.

Philanthropy & 
Private Sector

• Invest in science, 
technology, and 
solutions.



thank you for coming

caryinstitute.org/donate-wffrc
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